A Painful Season for 1980 Angels 


By Martin Felsenfeld 


The California Angels' hopes of repeating as Western Division champions 
came to a crashing end in late April. In 1979, they won the Western 
Division title with an 88-74 record, finishing three games ahead of the 
Kansas City Royals. But in 1980, they slipped to a painful 65-95 mark 
and finished in sixth place, 31 games behind the Royals. 


The Angels' slic: to the bottom actually began in November, 1979, when 
star pitcher Nolan Ryan became a free agent, and he eventually signed a 
multi~year contract with the Houston Astros. They replaced Ryan with 
Pittsburgh's Bruce Kison, who was also a free agent, hoping to pitch in 
about the same manner as Ryan. 


But nothing helped at all. The Angels had at one time or another in 
1980 a total of 51 different injuries--only four more than in 1979--but 
those four were the most important of them all. ‘a 


Catcher Brian Downing was the first to make the disabled list.. Downing, 
who hit .326 with 12 homers and 75 RBI's in 1979, broke his ankle April 
20th in a game against Oakland, missing more than four months of the sea- 
son. Without him, the Angels fell apart_in the Western Division race and 
could not recover until the season was already over. Downing finally 
returned in September to finish with totals of .290, 2 HR's and 25 RBI's. 


With Downing, who played just 30 games, on the disabled list, the Angels 
used four other players as catchers--Stan Cliburn, Tom Donohue, Dave 
Skaggs (who started the season with Baltimore only to get hurt a week 
after he joined the Angels), and Dan Whitmer. But the four players had 
a combined total of 5 homers and 36 RBI's, with Whitmer's .241 batting 
average being the highest. None of the players would return to base- 
ball, let alone the Angels, for the 1981 season. 


The biggest bust of the year came from Don Baylor, who suffered two dif- 
ferent injuries--a fractured wrist in May that kept him out for six weeks, 
and a stubbed toe in July that put his season to an end. After winning 
the American League's Most Valuable Player award in 1979 when he hit .296 
with 36 homers and 139 RBI's, Baylor slipped to .250, 5 HR's and 51 RBI's. 


A third disappointment was outfielder Dan Ford, whose '79 totals were at 
.290, 21 HR's, and 101 RBI's. In 1980, Ford hit .279, but knee surgery 

limited him to 7 HR's and. RBI's, and played in as many games as Angel 
victories--65. 


Second baseman Bobby Grich, too, was a disappointment. His “otals in ‘80 
were .271 (23 points off his '79 pace), 14 homers (he had 30 the year be- 
fore) and 62 RBI's (a decrease of 39). Grich, however, led the team in 
walks with 84. 


Manager Jim Fregosi, who played 11 years at shortstop for the Angels, still 
has not found his man at his former position to replace him. He tried Fred 
Patek, the free agent from Kansas City, and Bert Campaneris to play short- 
stop all year. But the two men committed 28 of the team's 41 errors at 
short. 


Not only were the hitters hurting, so was the team offense and also its 
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pitching. The Angels’ team batting average fell from .282 in 1979 to 


~ just .265 in '80. They scored only 698 runs, down from a club-record 


866 the year before. California's pitching staff absorbed a 4.52 ERA 
and only the Cleveland Indians had a higher total. 


Don Aase was only 5-13 as a starter before being placed in the bullpen, 
where he finished 3-0. Chris Knapp still hasn't matched his 14-win sea- 
son he had in 1978 and finished with a paltry 2-11 and > ERA of 6.14. 


Kison appeared on the mound only 13 times, finishing 3-6 with an ERA of 
4.91, and in July, his season ended when he had elbow surgery. Team- 
mate Dave Frost wasn't much better, undergoing shoulder surgery in Sep- 
tember after a 4-8 season that saw hit final FRA at 5.29 in 15 starts. 


Tne Angels won only 30 games at Anaheim Stadium, the fewest in the ma- 
ers at home and in club history. They failed to win a game at aoine 
against Baltimore, Boston, and Chicago. 


There were a few, if not many. bright spots for a team whose 23-vic- 
tory drop from 1979 was the largest in either league. 


Rod Carew, the once perennial batting champion, broke Alex Johnson's 
club record when he hit .331, and led the team in hits with 179. Car 
ney Lansford hit a respectable .261 and slammed 15 homers aid drove in 
80 runs, one more than the third baseman had in '79. On 


Jason Thompson, acquired from the Detroit Tigers in late May for out- 


fielder Al Cowans, did prove out to be the better of the two. He hit 
17 home runs with 70 RBI's, and also batted .317/. Cowens, who played 
34 games for the Angels following his acquisition from Kansas City the 
previous winter and batted .227 before his trade to Detroit, later got 
into a fight with White Sox pitcher Ed Famer. 


Frank Tanana, who at one point was requested by Fregosi to go to the 
minors, finished with an 11-12 record, a year after his shoulder was 
operated on before returning in time to pitch in the game that won the 
division title for ¢he Angels. 


Mark Clear was superb again, although his record was only 11-11 and had 
9 saves. Andy Hassler returned to the Ange’~ in June after starting 
the season with Pittsburgh, and came out w . results: a 5-1 record, 

a 2.49 average, and 10 saves. 


Rookie Fred Martinez had a respectable 7-9 mark and pitched a 5-0 shut- 
out win over Baltimore in August. 


